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Mathematics 090 – Introductory Algebra
Grading and Policies Spring 2022
Contact Professor:
 Instructor: Jeff Arends
 Email: jeffrey.arends@mso.umt.edu
Catalog Description:
(https://catalog.umt.edu/course-pages/m.) Offered autumn and spring at Missoula College. Prereq.,
M 065 or appropriate math placement score. Review of arithmetic principles of integers and rational
numbers, linear equations in one or two unknowns, systems of linear equations and operations with
polynomials and rational expressions. Credit does not count toward an Associate of Arts, Associate
of Applied Science, or Baccalaureate degree.
Welcome to Intermediate Algebra! M090 is a one-semester mathematics course for students who have
not yet mastered the first year of high school algebra, or for those who need a refresher course —particularly
those students intending to take M095, Intermediate Algebra; M115, Probability and Linear Mathematics;
M105, Contemporary Mathematics; or M104, Numbers as News. M090 does not substitute for any other
mathematics requirement, nor does it fulfill the general education mathematics requirement.
Placement in M090 is based on your individual mathematics assessment (Maplesoft) or completion of M065
(Prealgebra) with a grade of RC- or better. The “R” designation indicates that this is a “developmental
course,” designed to help you prepare for college level coursework. Developmental course credits do not
count toward graduation or affect your GPA, but these credits do count for financial aid, Four Bear progress,
the tuition flat-spot, and toward full- or part-time status. All developmental course grades carry the “R”
designation. *Be certain that you are enrolled in the proper math class at the beginning of the semester. You
may not be able to switch into a more appropriate class after the first week. If you have any concerns about
your placement see your instructor immediately.
Why do we study algebra? Algebra allows us to solve problems for unknown quantities, draw graphs of
relationships between numbers, and make use of the inherent structure of our number system, but the larger
and more important goal in this course is to learn abstract reasoning. This deeper thinking allows us to draw
from our mental toolboxes to solve certain types of problems.
This course has been designed for you, the student. Consistent participation and practice is the key to success.
Please come to class on time and ready to take notes. If we can have a motivated, friendly, and enthusiastic
class, we will be able to try new things and have a good time while we all learn together. Regular practice
outside of class is essential for learning new skills and concepts. No matter how you feel about studying
math, it is important to take personal responsibility and approach this subject with a solid work ethic.
Learning Outcomes: Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:
 Perform arithmetic operations with real numbers;
 Simplify linear, exponential, and polynomial expressions;
 Translate phrases into algebraic expressions
 Set up and solve application problems involving percent, geometry, mixtures and uniform motion
 Solve linear equations and inequalities in one variable;
 Solve systems of linear equations graphically and algebraically
 Graph linear equations and linear inequalities in two variables;
 Recognize and determine equations of lines.

Text:
We will use a compilation of Open Educational Resource texts: Introductory Algebra adapted by James Sousa.
This is a free textbook and is available to download through a link on the MyOpenMath site. Access to
MyOpenMath and a graphing calculator are also required. Please note that there are downloadable calculators
and apps that are fairly inexpensive.
For an orientation on enrolling and getting started with the MyOpenMath, please view:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_IdFpaVYsgU&feature=youtu.be
To enroll in our course on MyOpenMath: go to www.myopenmath.com and note that our course ID is
135276 and the enrollment key is: mathiscool
This is the site where you can access the texts, online homework and videos that are linked to the text, tests,
and the online homework gradebook. Regarding the online homework, you will have the opportunity to try
each question several times, and if you continue to get it incorrect, you can click “similar problem” for
additional attempts. It is strongly recommended that if you do not get the question correct on the first couple
of tries; that you access the associated video (if one exists) that is linked to that particular homework question.
It is essential that you do these assignments daily.
Please note that within each course topic on MyOpenMath, there are several short videos available that
provide brief explanations and examples of various relevant topics. I encourage you to view these for
additional explanations, as needed. You will also see such videos linked to random homework problems
throughout the course.
Grading:
Your course grade will be based on the following:
40% of your grade:
Tests
15% of your grade: Cumulative Final Exam.
30% of your grade:
Online Homework
15% of your grade: Attendance/Participation
M090 can be taken for a traditional letter grade only as the “R” prefix on letter grades for this course flags
Cyberbear to not use the grade in your GPA calculation.
Please note that this class is highly interactive with nearly daily in-class activities, hence attendance and
participation are essential for success in the class. You are expected to be in class every day it meets.
When any assignment is returned, there is one week from the date of return for contesting the grading. After
that time, the grade will be accepted as final. All tests, quizzes and assignments to be turned in are announced
well before-hand and an email will also be sent to the class alerting you of an upcoming due date. It is your
responsibility to keep up to date on all such announcements.
Grade
RA
RB+
RB
RBRC+
RC
RC-

Grading Scale by Percentages
90%+
86.7 - 89.9%
83.4 - 86.6%
80 – 83.3%
76.7 – 79.9%
73.4 – 76.6%
70 – 73.3%

Grade
RD+
RD
RDRF

Grading Scale by Percentages
66.7 – 69.9%
63.4 – 66.6%
60 – 63.3%
Less than 60%

Make-ups:
It is your responsibility to notify me as soon as you know you will miss any exam and it must be
either prior to or within 24 hours of the exam. If I do not receive an email within that period, the test or
quiz score will be a 0.
Add/Drop Policy:
The last day to add/drop or change grading option to Audit by Cyberbear is 2/7. The last day to change
sections and to change grading options is 3/29. This is also the last day to drop. Changes after this deadline
and until 5/6 must be done by Petition to Drop/Add after deadline and approved by me, your advisor and
the appropriate Dean. Approval requires genuine extenuating circumstances as listed in the university
catalog.
Extenuating circumstances are:
1. Missing a substantial number of classes due to illness, accident or family emergency.
2. A change in work schedule that makes it impossible to attend class or devote adequate time to the
course.
3. Registration in the course by error and never attending class.
Reasons that are not satisfactory include:
1. Forgetting to turn in a drop slip.
2. Protecting your grade point average.
Incomplete (I) Grades:
To be eligible for an “I”, the following conditions must be met:
1. The student must have been in attendance and passing the course up to 3 weeks before the semester
ends; and
2. The student is unable to complete the course due to extenuating circumstances, which usually means
serious illness or death in the family.
Incompletes are not given under any other circumstances and are always given at the discretion of
the instructor. See the 2021-2022 catalog for further information.
Misconduct:
All students must practice academic honesty. Academic misconduct is subject to an academic penalty by the
course instructor and/or a disciplinary sanction by the University. All students need to be familiar with the
Student Conduct Code.
Disability modifications:
The University of Montana assures equal access to instruction through collaboration between students with
disabilities, instructors, and Office for Disability Equity. If you think you may have a disability adversely
affecting your academic performance, and you have not already registered with Disability Services, please
contact Disability Services in Lommasson Center 154 or call 406.243.2243. I will work with you and Disability
Equity to provide an appropriate modification.
Important University-Wide Info and Dates:
 Monday, February 21: Presidents Day. No school.
 Monday-Friday, 21-25 March: Spring Break. No school.

Student expectations:
Attendance: Attendance is a required component of the course. If you must be absent, you are responsible
for obtaining missed assignments and announcements (such as upcoming tests and activities), and being
prepared for the next class.
Email: Students are expected to maintain an active email account and to check email daily.
Preparation: Students are expected to come to all classes prepared, with assignments complete, even if they
have been absent.
Electronics: Students are expected to keep all phones and other personal electronics away/off during class.
Calculators and laptops being used for class work will be acceptable.
Attendance/Participation:
Students are expected to attend every class, to be on time for class, and to
stay for the entire class period. Students who miss class are expected to complete the day’s
work and stay on schedule. Attendance is very important in this course. The only excused
absences will be those due to required participation in university-sanctioned events such as
athletic competitions, musical performances, and class trips. Students are expected to
participate in all class activities, including individual work, group work, and work shared with
the rest of the class. Full class participation involves bringing all relevant materials, staying
on task, contributing to group activities, fostering a positive learning environment, answering
questions when called upon by your instructor, and keeping all non-essential electronic
devices away. Sometimes you may think that you don’t have time to attend class due to other matters, but
past experience has shown that students who miss class actually spend far more than 50 minutes making up
what they missed.
A portion of class time will be spent working in small groups. The benefit of
discussion while working in small groups to develop and use mathematical concepts
has been shown to increase success rates. Brain research has shown that sharing
multiple viewpoints and verbally articulating questions and answers strengthens the
connections your brain makes between concepts. Strong connections improve your
ability to recall and use concepts. Even if you think you already understand a
concept, explaining your understanding to others benefits others while strengthening
your own understanding. If you ask a question of your group or class, you are
providing an opportunity for good discussion, so don’t be shy about asking
questions! The only bad question is one that is left unasked!
On coronavirus: All students are expected to follow UM’s face covering policy (see
www.umt.edu/policies/browse/facilities-security/covid-19-face-covering-policy).
Resources:
Student Hours: My student/office hours are for you to seek direct help from me. I am available during all
announced hours as well as other times by appointment. Please come see me with any concerns you have
during the semester, especially if there is something going on that is having an impact on your ability to
succeed in the class. You can also come see me during these hours for help on math, just as you would get
help in the math lab. Don’t wait until you are way behind to get help! It is strongly recommended that you
communicate with me as much as possible so that we can work together to get you through the course
successfully.
Free tutoring is available on both the Mountain and River Campuses; links and hours will be announced as
soon as they are provided.
Student: As a student, you may experience a range of challenges that can interfere with learning, such as
health: strained relationships, increased anxiety, substance abuse, feeling down, difficulty concentrating,
and/or lack of motivation. These mental health concerns or stressful events may diminish your academic
performance and/or reduce your ability to participate in daily activities. Counseling is available and treatment

does help. The professional staff at Curry Health Center offers free confidential counseling to full-time
students. I am always happy to help you find the resources you need.
A Statement on Digital Access and Equality:

Digital devices (like laptops and cell phones) are becoming increasingly important to success in
college. In this course, you may need digital devices to access readings, complete and submit written
assignments, complete online quizzes, verify your attendance, take in-class polls, coordinate with
other students regarding group projects, complete and submit group projects.

I recognize that some students are unable to afford the cost of purchasing digital devices and that other
students rely on older, more problem-prone devices that frequently break down or become unusable. I also
recognize that those technology problems can be a significant source of stress for students. Given those
challenges, I encourage students to contact me if they experience a technology-related problem that interferes
with their work in this course. This will enable me to assist students in accessing support.

Here is some information in case you or another student you know faces challenges securing food or
housing. There are some campus resources that might be helpful:
Food Pantry Program

UM offers a food pantry that students can access for emergency food. The pantry is open on Tuesdays from
9 to 2, on Fridays from 10-5. The pantry is located in UC 119 (in the former ASUM Childcare offices). Pantry
staff operate several satellite food cupboards on campus (including one at Missoula College). For more
information about this program, email umpantry@mso.umt.edu, visit the pantry's website
(https://www.umt.edu/uc/food-pantry/default.php) or contact the pantry on social media (@pantryUm on
twitter, @UMPantry on Facebook, um_pantry on Instagram).
ASUM Renter Center
The Renter Center has compiled a list of resources for UM students at risk of homelessness or food
insecurity here: http://www.umt.edu/asum/agencies/renter-center/default.php and here:
https://medium.com/griz-renter-blog.
Students can schedule an appointment with Renter Center staff to discuss their situation and receive
information, support, and referrals.

Accessing Online Homework in MyOpenMath
If you do not already have a MyOpenMath account:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Open up your web browser (like Internet Explorer, FireFox, Safari, or Chrome)
Enter the address: www.myopenmath.com
Click “Register as new student”
Enter the requested information.
Where it says “Select the course you'd like to enroll in", leave "My teacher gave me a course ID
(enter below)" selected, and enter this class’s course id and key:
Course ID:
135276
Enrollment key:
mathiscool
6) Click “Sign-up”
7) You will taken back to the login page. Enter your username and password you selected
8) You may see a “Browser Check” page. If so, click the “Continue with Image-based display” button.
9) The course name will now show up in the “Courses You’re Taking” box on your home page. Click
on the course name to enter the course.
The next time you want to access the course, you will just need to enter your username and password at
the login page, then click on the course name to re-enter the course.

If you already have a MyOpenMath account:
1) Log into myopenmath.com
2) Click the "Enroll in a New Course" button.
3) Enter the course ID and enrollment key from #5 above, and click Sign Up.
4) The course name will now show up in the “Courses You’re Taking” box on your home page. Click
on the course name to enter the course.

